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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 



listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) An information-processing apparatus comprising: 

computation means for computing an expected value of a response transmitted by 
a plurality of information^processing terminal s, wh e r e in said information processing terminalo 
comprise at least q pair of terminals used by independent uoors each having independent 
preferences, and each of information processing terminals in response to each of a plurality of 
contents transmitted to said information-processing terminals; and 

select means for selecting some of the plurality of contents including us e r sp e cif ie 
information relating to each of said information processing terminal s to be transmitted to each of 
said information-processing terminals on th e basis of based on said expected value computed by 
said computation means for each of said contents^ 

wherein said information-processing terminals comprise at least a pair of 
terminals used by independent users, each user having independent preferences. 

wherein said plurality of contents includes user specific information relating to 
each of said information-processing terminals. 

wherein said computation means computes said expected value by regular 
extraction based on a formula, wherein said formula is one of a linear association expression, a 
nueral network, a sigmoid function, a rule form of a conditional, a decision tree model, or a 



Page 3 of 19 00317847 
PAGE 5/21 * RCVD AT 11/11/2005 11:45:34 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR.USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DN1S:2738300 ' CSID:212 588 0500 * DURATION (mm-ss): 05-50 



11/11/2005 11:39 FAX 212 588 0500 FROMMER LAWRENCE @|006/021 

U.S. Application No. 09/975 J99 PATENT 
Reply to Office Action dated September 13, 2005 450I0O-03533 

statistical technique based on a linear model, a discriminative analysis, a logistic 

recurssion/regression, or a cluster analysis, 

wherein said linear association expression is a linear expression of a sum of terms 
which are e ach a product of a numerical data denoting each user's independent preferences and a 
coefficient denoting the plurality of transmitted contents, and 

wherein said expected value can be expressed as a ratio of a maximum response 
rate and a minimum response rate . 

2. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said information-processing apparatus further comprises transmission means 
for transmitting contents selected by said select means to any of said information-processing 
terminals. 

3. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said computation means computes an expected value of any one of said 
information-processing terminals from results of a test transmission carried out for said 
information-processing terminal. 

4. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein, for any specific one of said information-processing terminals, said select 
means selects a content whose expected value computed by said computation means. 
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5. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 

to claim 1, wherein said expected value is a probability of a response expected to be received 

from any one of said information-processing terminals or an expected response rate of responses 

received from said information-processing terminals. 



6. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said expected value is a predicted probability of a response. 

7. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said contents are different from each other because some text parts are 
modified. 



8. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said contents are each an electronic mail or a web banner advertisement. 



9. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said contents each include hyperlink information. 



10. (Previously Presented) The information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 9, wherein said computation means computes said expected value on the basis of click 
information of said hyperlink information. 
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1 1. (Currently Amended) An information-processing method comprising4fee 



step s of : 



computing an expected value of a response transmitted by a plurality of 



information^processing terminals , vvhoroin said information proce s sing terminals comprise at 
le ast a pair of terminals used by ind e pend e nt users each having independ e nt pr e f e rences, and 
caoh of information processing termin ate in response to each of a plurality of contents 
transmitted to said information-processing terminals; and 

selecting some of the plurality of contents including us e r specific inform atieft 
rel ating to e ach of said information proc e ssing torminals t o be transmitted to each of said 
information-processing terminals on tho basis of b ased on said expected value computed for each 
of said contents^ 

wherein said information-processing terminals comprise at least a pair of 
terminals used by independent users, each user having independent preferences. 

wherein said plurality of contents includes user specific information relating to 
each of said information-processing terminals, 

wherein the computing step computes said expected value by regular extraction 
based on a formula, wherein said formula is one of a linear association expression, a nueral 
network, a sigmoid function, a rule form of a conditional, a decision tree model, or a statistical 
technique based on a linear model, a discriminative analysis, a logistic recurssion/regression, or a 
cluster analysis, 

wherein said linear association expression is a linear expression of a sum of terms 
which are each a product of a numerical data denoting each user's independent preferences and a 
coefficient denoting the plurality of transmitted contents, and 
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wherein said expected value can be expressed as a ratio of a maximum response 

rate and a minimum response rate . 



12. (Currently Amended) A method, stored on a computer-readable medium, 

comprising: 

computing an expected value of a response transmitted by a plurality of 
informationjrocessing terminals , whoroin said information processing t e rminalo comprise at 
l e ast a pair of terminals ufied by independent uooro e ach having ind e p e ndent preferences, and 
e ach of information processing t e rminals in response to each of a plurality of contents 
transmitted to said information-processing teiminals; and 

selecting some of the plurality of contents including user specific information 
relating to each of said information proc e ssing terminals to be transmitted to each of said 
information-processing terminals on the basis of based on said expected value computed for each 
of said contents A 

wherein said information-processing terminals comprise at least a pair of 
terminals used bv independent users, each user having independent preferences. 

wherein said plurality of contents includes user specific information relating to 
each of said information-processing terminals, 

wherein the computing steps computes said expected value bv regular extraction 
based on a formula, wherein said formula is one of a linear association expression, a nueral 
network, a sigmoid function, a rule form of a conditional, a decision tree model, or a statistical 
technique based on a linear model, a discriminative analysis, a logistic recurssion/regression, or a 
cluster analysis. 
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wherein said linear association expression is a linear expression of a sum of terras 
which are each a product of a numerical data denoting each user's independent preferences and a 
coefficient denoting the plurality of transmitted contents, and 

wherein said expected value can be expressed as a ratio of a maximum response 
rate and a minimum response rate . 



13 - 18. (Canceled) 



19. (Currently Amended) An information-processing apparatus comprising: 

computation means for computing an expected value of a response transmitted by 
a plurality of informationjprocessing terminals , wherein oaid information procoooing terminals 
comprise ut loast a pair of t e rminals used by ind e p e nd e nt us e rs oach having independent 
prefer e nces, and e ach of information procoooing terminals in response to each of a plurality of 
contents transmitted to said information-processing terminals; 

first producing means for producing a first assessment information on a set of tho 
largest expected values computed by said computation means for said responses transmitted by 
said information-processing terminals in response to said plurality of contents including user 
specific information r e lating to each of said information processing terminals on th e bnoio of 
based on said set of largest e xpected values which are each computed by said computation means 
for one of said contents; and 

second producing means for producing a second assessment function of said set o f 
]argest_expected values computed for all said contents including user specific information 
relating to each of said information-processing terminals by synthesizing pieces of said 
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assessment information which are each produced by said first producing means for one of said 

contentSi 

wherein said information-processing terminals comprise at least a pair of 
terminals used by independent users, each user having independent preferences. 

wherein said plurality of contents includes user specific information relating to 
each of said information-processing terminal 

wherein said computation means computes said expected value by regular 
extraction based on a formula, wherein said formula is one of a linear association expression, a 
nueral network, a sigmoid function, a rule form of a conditional, a decision tree model, or a 
statistical technique based on a linear model, a discriminative analysis, a logistic 
recurssion/regression. or a cluster analysis. 

wherein said linear association expression is a linear expression of a sum of terms 
which are each a product of a numerical data denoting each user's independent preferences and a 
coefficient denoting the plurality of transmitted contents, 

wherein said expected value can be expressed as a ratio of a maximum response 
rate and a minimum response rate, and 

wherein said response transmitted in response to each of the plurality of contents 
may be a selective transmission or a random transmission . 

20. (Currently Amended) An information-processing method comprising-the 

st e ps of : 

computing an expected value of a response transmitted by a plurality of 
information^processing terminals , wherein oaid information proc e ssing t e rminals comprise at 
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least a pair of t e rminalo uood by indopondont UGoro e ach having indep e nd e nt proforoncoo, and 

each of information proc e ssing t e rminals in response to each of a plurality of contents 

transmitted to said information-processing terminals; 

producing assessment information on a set of the-largest on e s of said e xpected 

values for said responses transmitted by said information-processing terminals in response to 

said contents on tho baoiG of based on said set of largest e xpected values each computed for one 

of said contents; and 

producing an assessment function of said set of largest e xpected values for all said 
contents , including us e r Gp o oifio information rolating to oaoh of paid information procoooing 
t e rminals, by synthesizing pieces of said assessment information each produced for one of said 
contents^ 

wherein said information-processing terminals comprise at least a pair of 
terminals used bv independent users, each user having independent preferences. 

wherein said plurality of contents includes user specific information relating to 
each of said information-processing terminals, 

wherein the computing step computes said expected value bv regular extraction 
based on a formula, wherein said formula is one of a linear association expression, a nuerat 
network, a sigmoid function, a rule form of a conditional, a decision tree model, or a statistical 
technique based on a linear model, a discriminative analysis, a logistic recurssiop/regression. or a 
cluster analysis. 

wherein said linear association expression is a linear expression of a sum of terms 
which are each a product of a numerical data denoting each user's independent preferences and a 
coefficient denoting the plurality of transmitted contents. 
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wherein said expected value can be expressed as a ratio of a maximum response 
rate and a minimum response rate, and 

wherein said response transmitted in response to each of the plurality of contents 
may be a selective transmission or a random transmission . 



21. (Currently Amended) A method, stored on a computer-readable medium, 

comprising: 

computing an expected value of a response transmitted by a plurality of 
information^processing terminal s, wh e rein said information proooooing t e rminals comprise at 
lcoflt a pair of t e rminals used by independ e nt us e rs e ach having independ e nt pref e rences, and 
e ach of information proc e ssing t e rminals in response to each of a plurality of contents 
transmitted to said information-processing terminals; 

producing assessment information on a set of the-largest on e s of said expected 
values for said responses transmitted by said information-processing terminals in response to 
said contents on th e basic of based on said set of largest expected values each computed for one 
of said contents; and 

producing an assessment function of said set of largest expected values for all said 
plurality of content s, including us e r specific information relating to each of said information - 
proceaoing terminals, by synthesizing pieces of said assessment information produced for each 
one of said plurality of contents., 

wherein said information-processing terminals comprise at least a pair of 
terminals used by independent users, each user having independent preferences. 



Page 11 of 19 00317847 

PACE 13/21 * RCVD AT 1 1/11/2005 11:45:34 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 - DN!S:2738300 * CSID:212 588 0500 " DURATION (mm-ss):05-50 



11/11/2005 11:41 FAX 212 588 0500 



FROMMER LAWRENCE 



12014/021 



U.S. Application No. 09/975,799 

Reply to Office Action dated September 13, 2005 



PATENT 
450100-03533 



wherein said plurality of contents includes user specific information relating to 
each of said information-processing terminals, 

wherein the computing step computes said expected value bv regular extraction 
based on a formula, wherein said formula is one of a linear association expression, a nueral 
network, a sigmoid function, a rule form of a conditional, a decision tree model, or a statistical 
technique based on a linear model, a discriminative analysis, a logistic recurssion/regression, or a 
cluster analysis. 

wherein said linear association expression is a linear expression of a sum of terms 
which are each a product of a numerical data denoting each user's independent preferences and a 
coefficient denoting the plurality of transmitted contents^ 

wherein said expected value can be expressed as a ratio of a maximum response 
rate and a minimum response rate, and 

wherein said response transmitted in response to each of the plurality of contents 
may be a selective transmission or a random transmission . 
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